The Battle of Sedgemoor
a mile of Feversham's sleeping camp. A halt was called.
The foot re-made their formations and the horse advanced
well ahead of them. Solemn silence prevailed in all ranks,
and it is said the orders were that anyone making a noise was
to be stabbed by his nearest neighbour, since in a mixed
crowd such as Monmouth's army the existence of spies
among them had to be guarded against.
It must have been an exciting quarter of an hour as the
leaders and the horse rode through the rest of the army
towards the camp, hoping at any moment to see fire rising
from the village and to hear the shouts of Lord Grey's men
as they fell upon the rear of the camp. Godfrey had gone
with Grey and missed the ford, and it is not at all clear what
happened from this point onwards. But it appears that
Grey was discovered by a guard of the enemy, who fired his
pistol and galloped back to the camp, calling out that the
rebels were upon them. Then Grey, instead of riding
farther east, crossing the rhine and making an effort to turn
the enemy's flank, canie back to Monmouth and the main
army, utterly abandoning the really hopeful and valuable
plan of trying to destroy, or at least confuse and delay, the
cavalry who were billeted in the village*
As the alarm sounded the camp was in utter confusion-
A fog hung near the ground. The men had to find strange
stables, light lanterns and hunt for their saddles and bridles.
But Grey failed again as he had at Bridport, and by the
time he returned to Monmouth he found the army stand-
ing in front of the Bussex Rhine waiting for orders whilst
Feversham's troops were aroused and getting ready to
defend themselves.
One ought here, perhaps, in justice to the memory of a
brave man, to refer to the story told by Ferguson the Plotter,
that the alarm was given by Captain Hucker of Grey's
horse, who turned traitor and fired the shot that warned
the enemy. This seems wholly improbable, as Hucker
fought through the whole battle and was with his troop to